


whatever the world has to throw at us. Social upheaval, a
deadly virus, mask mandates, fires,
discontentment, schools open/closed/open/closed, job
uncertainty, loved ones we can’t (or aren’t supposed to)
see, paying the bills, maintaining the “status quo”...

hurricanes,

It’s all weird. It’s all unusual. It’s not even good. No kids
in Sunday School, no Sunday morning Bible study, no
coffee and treats, limited fellowship, confirmation classes
are a work in progress...

But through it all, we’re “staying alive”. People are
stepping up to help clean and take care of the church,

members are giving generously, parents are patient as we
work out the details with potentially 27 kids in our
confirmation class! New members are on the horizon!

INew Music Upportunity

Starting in October Good Shepherd will be starting a
Chime Choir! This choir is a great opportunity for
musicians to be able to adhere to any mask mandate
and socially distance while playing!

We will meet Wednesday evenings from
5:15-6:15 pm (During Confirmation Classes)

The choir is open to any High School Student or Adult
who has some knowledge reading simple rhythms.

We will meet in the choir room, since the kids are in the
church sanctuary. Please consider participating in this
musical opportunity.  To make everyone feel
comfortable, | will be masking for these rehearsals.
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the mask mandate set untll the end of September | felt comfortable with looking for other options for our ch0|r

| shared information with Pastor and the Elders and have the following plan (as of today). There will be no Adult Choir
Rehearsals in October on Wednesdays. Instead, | would like to invite singers to join a Communion Ensemble.

Here is how it could work. (1 am writing this on Sept. 17th) Our masking policy will follow that of the congregation for
October. However, masks are always welcome! We would meet, spread out in the Choir Room, 30 minutes before the
service for a 15 minute rehearsal. Anyone is welcome to join us. The music will be easy to sight read.

During the service, people sit with their family as usual. When Communion is offered, we meet near piano to sing. When
finished, we return to our pews.

Dates are as follows:
Oct. 4- Late service (meet at 10 am) Oct. 18th -Special service at 9:00 (Role of singers TBD) Oct. 25- Early service
(Reformation; meet at 7:30 am)

Hopefully, we will start traditional rehearsals in November, but watch for upcoming information. Tentative rehearsals
would be Wednesdays in November at 6:30pm.



Connecting well survey. You may take it online or fill
out a paper copy, but please do not do both. Our
records show that more than 300 people have
accessed the survey, but fewer than 50 have
completed it. The surveys have already helped the
nominating committee identify good board chair
candidates, but don’t let fear of service keep you from
filling out a survey. No one is going to badger you to
do anything, but we are VERY interested in finding
ways to make each of you more comfortable and
engaged in your local church. It only takes about 3
minutes and you can complete the form at:
connectingwell.questionpro.com

planning sessions. By tne ume tnis Newsletter comes
out we will have held our first one. | hope you can
attend at least one of the three and lend your voice to
the future of Good Shepherd.

Finally, thank you to everyone who has been giving
generously to the reduction of our mortgage debt. We
have been retiring this debt at an amazing rate. Just
five years ago, we couldn’t even make the principle
payments for a short time. Your dedication and
support is truly remarkable. We expect to have our
debt paid down in two years or so. What will we do
with the freedom this will bring? Come to the planning
sessions and help us figure that out!



Strategic Planning
Update

BY DANIEL WEISS

On September 26, just under 30 members of Good Shepherd came together to begin our strategic planning process. Led
by congregation president Keith Casey, we explored why strategic planning is important, what the individual elements
are, and how to do it well. Our second session will be held on October 24, beginning at 9:30 a.m.

Planning is a process, not a product

By engaging in the process of strategic planning, we are really opening up important conversations about how to wisely
use the gifts and talents bestowed on us by God. Because this is a conversation, it shouldn’t happen with just the elected
church leaders or the regular volunteers. This is a discussion that needs everyone’s input. The end of this process will not
be a set of recommendations that we put in a binder on a shelf but will be a series of living principles and agreements that

we develop, implement, and assess regularly.

The second planning session - October 24

é brushfires

Autumn greetings to you. As | sit down to write this update, | realize that | should be on a plane to Portland, OR. to host
the national Sexual Integrity Leadership Summit (SILS). Many of our plans have been changed this year, but God has not
changed. He continues to offer Himself to us through the Word and the Holy Supper. His love is unchanging and we can
always depend on it.

My work this summer has changed with our so-called new reality. Instead of planning a summit event, | have been
working with two dozen other Christian leaders to plan a long-range strategic plan for the Sexual Integrity Leadership
Summit. At a recent two-day (!) Zoom meeting, we were able to collectively clarify our target audience and identify three
primary ministry goals. Although we plan to wordsmith this a bit, we determined that SILS exists to 1) equip, 2) support,
and 3) collaborate with change agents who are passionate about gospel-centered sexuality and want to help shape the
culture of the Church. Further, our audience will be subdivided into church leaders (pastors, staff, lay leaders,
parishioners), ministry leaders (individuals, entities, staff, and engaged volunteers), and caregivers (counselors,
therapists, coaches, lay counselors).

We're all very excited about this more clearly-defined ministry path and are busy filling in the many details needed for
success. | want to thank this congregation for its generous support of our mission and want you to know that your
investment is not just supporting Brushfires, but the many partner ministries we work with. May the Lord bless us all as
we labor together in his vineyard.
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such as making hygiene kits, baby layettes, pillow case dresses and school supplies. We are also discussing other ways
to donate items that will only cost us time but no money. This could be crocheting sleeping mats from plastic bags or
having a Spring/Fall closet cleaning drive. No, we will not clean your closets but we will collect new and gently used
clothing along with some items that countries are in need of.

One last request will only a few minutes of your time. We are interested in receiving any feedback or suggestions you
may have about the way the Shoebox donations were handled this year. We will be having our Christmas in July
shoebox event again next year and wondered if you preferred filling an entire box yourself or just donating items. We
were very pleased with the results and maybe a little surprised at the number of filled shoeboxes amidst the
uncertainty of the pandemic.

Here is a summary of the response to the Christmas shoeboxes incase you missed the bulletin. Of the 102 boxes filled;
50 were filled by the craft group, approximately 28 were filled using monetary donations and the remaining boxes were
filled by congregation members. In addition we had donations of underwear, socks, coloring books and crayons. The
large carton of underwear and socks will be sent along with the Christmas boxes.



Gabby Foley
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Ron & Christine Feutz
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Milton & JoAnn Haskins
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Kyle & Nikole Vergin
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