June/July 2019

God Doesn’t Take a Summer Break
By Pastor Koepsell
“Let us not give up meeting together…” –From Hebrews 10:25
Greetings people of the Good Shepherd! Spring is in the air!...well, kind of. We
didn’t get a lot of great weather in May (my favorite month) this year, but the
birds are chirping, the tulips are blooming, or already bloomed out, and the green
stuff is back. Soon you’ll be complaining about the heat and mosquitoes!
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Thank your Good Lord that He doesn’t think that way. What if He took a break?
No one to call upon in prayer, no one to praise, no heavenly gifts given, no umbrella of grace to shield you from the power of sin, death and the devil, no one to bring
the rain or the sun, no way for crops to grow…if you believe, as I do, that God has a
hand in it ALL, then thank Him that He doesn’t take a break…ever.

Council Minutes

Memorial Day typically kicks off the summer season even though the kids are in
school for a few more weeks. Sunday school classes have wrapped up for another
great year. Confirmation classes for the year are complete. Five new young adults
will be confirming their faith June 9th, the Day of Pentecost, (when the Holy Spirit
promised by Jesus comes) which “wraps up” the Season of Easter. Finally, a break!
Right? Another “church year” complete and good…time for a break.

…And, sorry (but not sorry), Good Shepherd isn’t on a break either. God is continuing to work through us even during the summer months. The Church year
doesn’t follow the calendar year, and there’s a lot going on this summer! There
are ways for you to get involved and stay connected and bring others to know
their Savior too.
To name a few…









Join us for Bible study on Wednesday mornings at 10:30!
Meet with the men’s group on Saturday mornings at 7:00!
Help plant and maintain Good Shepherd’s garden!
Mow, weed whack and pull weeds around the church!
Find a partner or two and help clean at church!
Visit one of our shut-ins!
Volunteer your time at the Festival Foods Brat Barn representing your church!
Volunteer your time at Oshkosh’s Waterfest while Good Shepherd serves and
represents!
(Continued pg 2)

1

Calendar of Events

pg 10
pgs 18,19

God Doesn’t Take a Summer Break



(Continued from pg 1)

Help plan and prepare for Good Shepherd’s next 50th anniversary celebration!
Help out with Good Shepherd’s Vacation Bible School!

...In addition to these things, we have kids going to Camp LuWiSoMo and the National Youth Gathering this summer. Our support to the local food bank and the other missions we support doesn’t take a break in summer either. And behind all of this is
the FACT that we are continuing to see new faces at church, we’re paying the bills and paying down our debt while we continue to do God’s work among His people.
…And…behind even all of that, is God’s call to worship. Yes, continue to do your personal or family devotions, but it is important to gather with your brothers and sisters in Christ to worship. Worship Him. Receive His gifts. If you’re in town, make
an effort to come to hear His word this summer (kids, tell your parents you need to go to church!), maybe even bring a friend
or two with you! If you’re out of town, make it part of your vacation to find a church and worship Him there (and bring back a
bulletin for the pastor!).
Besides, there’s very few mosquitoes in church to complain about! And it’s typically not too hot!
I truly hope your summer is great, and that indeed you do get some rest, relaxation, some sun, some lake time and maybe
even some fish! But I do believe that the greatness of your summer or mine lies in the fact that our Heavenly Father never
takes a break…and us acknowledging that.
Get involved. Help out. Stay connected. “Let us not give up meeting together…” Spring, summer, fall, winter…anytime is a
great time to be alive in the Good Shepherd!
-Pastor
PS…Invite someone from church over to your house for a cookout this summer! Someone you don’t particularly know. Dare
you!

Gone Fishin’
By Camala Bedroske, Music Director
Summer is quickly approaching which means a break for the
choirs of Good Shepherd.
Thank you to all of you musicians: Singers, choirs, instrumentalists, organists, pianists. It has been such a joy to make music
and give it to God for His glory throughout this past choir/
worship season!
Enjoy the summer off and see you later in September. Come
back with a friend.
Thank you again to all of the people involved in helping make
the Lenten Meditation be a musical/spiritual success. We hope
everyone who attended enjoyed themselves.

Christ in the Passover
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Council Message

Joyful Response

By Keith Casey, Congregation President
Summer is finally here and it is vacation time and time for activities with
our children and families! I want to remind everyone that summer usually
means our financial situation gets a little tight with the reduction of offerings despite our monthly budget not changing. It is important that we
maintain our financial giving at a level that can support our community. I
would encourage everyone to remain vigilant about giving. Did you realize
that if each one of us gave $10 more per week, we could pay our mortgage in half the time? $10 is the equivalent of 2 Starbucks coffees or one
McDonalds meal. WOW, sacrificing two Starbucks each and we could pay
off our mortgage in half the time! I’m in, are you?
On lighter note, our church Education Director, Linda Everson, has stepped
down and Jennifer Charles has stepped up as Director and Judy Mehn as
Co-Director. They will take over the education of school-age children at
the beginning of the next school year. Please join me in thanking Linda for
everything that she has done over the past several years! Linda your
efforts will be missed. Also, please join me in welcoming Jennifer and Judy to our Education Team! I know the two of you will continue the strong
tradition of educating the children of Good Shepherd. God Bless!
I would like to acknowledge all of the congregation members who came
out and volunteered for Feed My Starving Children led by Alyssa Casey. It
was a great event and we as a congregation boxed 1,620 meals in 45 boxes. That is enough meals to feed 27 children for an entire year! I would
also like to thank the Youth Group under the direction of Team Toll for the
incredible Mother’s Day Brunch! The food and atmosphere were fantastic.
The future is very bright here at Good Shepherd! We are getting much
stronger as a congregation and with God’s help we will continue to succeed and support of the greater Oshkosh Community! I hope that everyone is enthused to be a part of our community (as I am) and finds a way to
help out where help is needed. Please reach out to our board leaders to
find way you too can support our great congregation! It is our future, let’s
all share in the success!
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Joyful Response is a way to electronically give your church offering. No more
forgetting your offering envelope on a
busy Sunday morning or worrying
about missing offerings when you are
sick or on vacation.
If you are interested in setting up a Joyful Response account please talk to
Heather Klauer or email her
(heatherklauerrn@sbcglobal.net) You
can also pick up a form in the atrium
with other “Good Shepherd” paperwork in the hanging organizer. On the
form you can now designate what ministry programs your funds go to!

Scrip
Thank you to the many members who
have helped support the church by buying Scrip. So far, the amount of Scrip
purchased this year has netted approximately $800 back to the church!

Remember, Scrip can be purchased after
worship service every Sunday. If you have
any questions, please talk to Linda or Jeff
Everson or email at
ramsfanl@yahoo.com

A Quiet Place
By Gary Bedroske, Head Elder
Thought for the day: Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest. --Mark 6:31 Time goes by so fast because everyone lives such busy lives. We need to take some time away. Jesus invites us, not simply to take time, but to take
time with Him. Too often we look for the quiet and the rest but we forget to be with Him. In your time away talk with Him in
prayer, meditate on His Word and reflect on His incredible love for you.

I caught myself doing just that, as we traveled to Michigan to welcome our new grandbaby. It was right after Easter and my
heart was just plain joyful. As I was driving back to Wisconsin, I couldn’t help running through the list of how great God is,
with a fierce love for us. I was a grandpa and loving every blessing Baby Boone was already giving us! God’s handprints were
all over the scene. Just like they are as we gather each week to worship God and serve each other.
I know that this letter finds us starting the summer schedule, but please give me a minute to take time to stop, rest and reflect
on some of the blessings we shared over the past few months:


Pastor: Thanks for giving us Jesus each Sunday.



Sunday School Teachers: Awesome Job!



Musicians and Choirs: Beautiful Music and dedication.



Ushers and Elders: Great coordinating of so many services in Lent and Easter



Altar Guild: Thank you for your humble help.



Volunteers: All of you who clean, bake, organize and serve in so many ways. Thank you for your unsung help.

During this summer, please take time to pray for our homebound, call them or write a letter. Pray for safety and fun for our
Youth going to the National Youth Convention.
Last of all, take time to be with Jesus, rest in Him.
See ya in church,
In the Fall we go to 2 service times!

Fellowship Report
By Sharon Leinweber & Lori Purath, Fellowship Co-Chairs
Soon summer will be upon us. I believe churches are meant for praising God. But so are 2am car rides, showers, coffee
shops, the gym, campgrounds, conversations with friends, strangers etc. Don't let a building confine your faith, because
we will never change the world by just going to church. We need to be the church. We don't have to be at church to
have fellowship. Wherever 2 or more are gathered together, we can have fellowship and share God's word. We are looking forward to some upcoming events this summer at Good Shepherd where we can fellowship together. Hope to see
you there.
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Refuge and Strength

Board of Education

By Matthew and Julie Toll , Youth Leaders

By Head of Education Linda Everson

The time has come!

Another Sunday school year comes to an end. The children
played Bible Trivia and teams were made up from the 3k
through the 8th grade. They worked together to solve the
questions! A special thank you to Katie Rodig for leading
the event.

In just a few short weeks the youth group will be packing
their bags and heading to Minneapolis to join thousands of
other youth from across the country for the LCMS National
Youth Gathering. Registration forms are filed, hotels are
booked, and detailed schedules of events are being unveiled. The excitement for this grand event is building! 3
awesome Christian headliners are scheduled for the late
night entertainment: Toby Mac, I Am They, and The Skit
Guys. These performances joined together with servant
events, breakout study sessions, group Bible studies, worship, and breaking bread together with 20,000 peers from
across the country will sure to be an unforgettable memory
and building block in the faith life of all in attendance. As
we focus on this year’s theme of Psalm 46, may we all be
strengthened to know of and trust whole-heartedly in the
powerful stronghold we have in our God, who alone can
defend us from all harm and danger and who alone can
rescue us from any and every distress.

The offerings from the second half of the year were for our 4
military families and a donation to the Wounded Warriors
project. Our families will receive a Scrip card and thank you.
We will send a picture of the group with the donation to
Wounded Warrior showing us wearing the Wounded Warriors
t-shirts. Our goal of $300 was met. Way to go!
The next big event is VBS, which is on August 2&3. If you can
help out with donations, items are posted on the bulletin
board by the choir room. We are also looking for borrowed
items, so please leave your name and item that we may return it to you.
This is a bittersweet time for me as this will be my last article.
It was an honor and pleasure to serve Good Shepherd, but I
need to take a breather. Thank you for letting me serve as
Director of Education. You can always stop by the scrip table
for a visit!

Anyone interested in seeing the tentative schedule of
events for the gathering can find it by following this link:
http://lcmsgathering.org/gathering-schedule/.
The total estimated cost for us to attend the event, including associated travel and lodging expenses, is $8000. From
the various fundraisers and donations received thus far,
approximately $5000 has been raised to cover the costs of
attending the youth gathering. If you are interested in
helping to cover the remaining costs, simply earmark your
check ‘Youth Gathering’.
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Never be lazy in your work, but serve the
Lord enthusiastically. - Romans 12:11 (TLB)
Good Shepherd extends its sincerest thanks to Linda Everson
for her years of service.
Romans 12:11 epitomizes
how Linda has served as
Director of Education these
past years. Her passion and
love of children is apparent
in the selfless ways she has
helped plan VBS, Sunday
School , Christmas programs
and so many other events.
Thank you, Linda!
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Brushfires News
By Daniel Weiss, Brushfires Founder and President
As you may know, I spent much of 2018 and the first part of 2019 planning a
large pastor training in Atlanta. Why Atlanta? We chose Atlanta for a couple of
reasons. Two of our collaborating ministries are based in Atlanta and could do
the ground work necessary for such a conference. We also chose to move this
training each year to better engage pastors in different parts of the country. In
fact, next year’s Sexual Integrity Leadership Summit (SILS) will be held in Portland next May. We have at least four churches eager to bring this training to
their city. Praise God!
Our event in Atlanta was incredible. Nearly 200 pastors, church staff, ministry
leaders, therapists and ordinary people converged for three days of worship,
training, and fellowship. Rather than share my impressions of the event, however, I’d like to share some of the feedback we received from attendees:

Daniel presenting to pastors



I found the viewpoints, research and expertise shared at SILS to be invaluable, not only in my work with betrayed spouses, but also incredibly healing to me on a personal level. I am deeply grateful for the work these experts are doing in the
area of sexual brokenness to shine light in the darkness and am also grateful that SILS has made these resources available
to us. Thank you for a very helpful and encouraging event! ~Christy Jones, Executive Director, The Guest House Project



I found SILS 2019 to be a God-centered Biblical-based conference packed with a treasure trove of information regarding
sexual brokenness. Together the presenters and exhibitors provided in-depth information regarding the specific populations that they serve as well as practical methods for addressing sexual brokenness. I attended the Summit to gain insight.
I was blown away by all that I learned. The amount of practical detail far exceeded my expectations. Excellent summit to
attend if God is tugging at your heartstrings to become involved in serving those suffering from sexual brokenness. L.M.,
engaged Christian

Friends, these statements are a wonderful reflection of the
investment Good Shepherd Lutheran Church has made in the
ministry of Brushfires. Many of you are also personally involved in supporting this ministry. Together, we are using
God’s gifts to encourage, heal, and build up Jesus’ precious
Bride, the Church. Thank you!

920-642-3990
dweiss@brushfiresfoundation.org

View of some summit attendees
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TRINITY TOURS
Trinity Tours invites you to come along
and enjoy some great entertainment, wonderful food and plenty of fellowship!
We’d love to have you join us!
June 22, 2019 – “That’s What I Call Rock and Roll” at The Fireside
August 10, 2019 – “Annie” at The Fireside
September 14, 2019 – “Buddy” at The Fireside
November 23, 2019 – “A Christmas Story” at The Fireside
December 7, 2019 – “Christmas Stars” Xavier High School

“ THAT’S WHAT I CALL ROCK AND ROLL” This is a brand new live musical celebration featuring the wildly popular Fireside
Band led by Fireside’s favorite Steve Watts!
“ANNIE” America’s favorite cartoon sweetheart is back in one of the most popular Broadway shows of all. Truly an inspirational show for audiences of all ages. (Special pricing for children ages 14 and under)
“BUDDY” tells the true story of Buddy Holly through his short yet spectacular career and features the classic songs “That’ll Be
the Day, “ “Peggy Sue,” “Oh Boy,” “Everyday,” “Not Fade Away” and Many More!
“A CHRISTMAS STORY The Musical” The musical captures holiday wonder with such deliciously wicked wit that it is sure to
delight children and grown-ups alike!
“CHRISTMAS STARS” Xavier High School!
CONTACT JANET OR TOM DUNHAM
860 W. 19TH AVE. OSHKOSH, WI 54902
920 233-0263

Don’t carry two days at once

“Worrying is carrying tomorrow’s load with today’s strength — carrying two days at once. It is moving into tomorrow
ahead of time.” This wise counsel is attributed to Corrie ten Boom, a devout Christian whose family in Amsterdam sheltered some 800 Jewish people from Nazis during World War II, suffering imprisonment as a result. Her father and sister
died in captivity, but Corrie was freed and later set up a rehabilitation center for concentration camp victims and supporters of the Germans alike.
Surely ten Boom couldn’t have survived and achieved what she did without laying aside her worries and trusting God.
Indeed, her wisdom closely echoes Jesus’ teaching: “Do not worry about your life. ... Can any one of you by worrying
add a single hour to your life? ... Your heavenly Father knows [what] you need. ... Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own” (Matthew 6:25-34, NIV).
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Evangelism
By Vivian Mittelstaedt, Head of Evangelism
It has been a busy last two months for the Evangelism Board
and we are thankful for all the opportunities we had to share
the love of Christ to the Oshkosh area.
On March 25th we were at Pizza Ranch doing community outreach by serving food and bussing tables. Thank you to the
over 100 members who came to eat and support this outreach night. We also appreciate the volunteers who helped
clearing tables and greeting customers. Although the main
goal of this event was to interact with the customers and
those who live in the area, Good Shepherd did receive over
$550.00 in a percentage of sales and tips.

During summer our service schedule doesn't change.
We pray that if you are planning to be gone for the
weekend, you attend the Thursday evening worship service or try visiting a church while traveling this summer.
If you do, please bring a bulletin back to share (maybe
we will see some new ideas).
May 4th, members of Good Shepherd took time out of
their busy Saturday to volunteer to pack meals for Feed
My Starving Children. The whole group at the fairgrounds packed 67,384 meals, feeding 185 children for a
year. Truly amazing!
Have a Happy and Safe Summer. Enjoy the beauty of
God's creation wherever you go.

This past Lenten season, Good Shepherd decided to support
the Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch in North Dakota by donating
free-will offerings given during Lenten meals. A total of
$500.00 was sent. Thank you to those who generously gave
to this wonderful Christian ministry and also to Thrivent Financial for providing the seed money to purchase food for
the meals.
Many of our new members recently participated in our directory update. If you ordered photos, you should get them directly at home. If you didn’t order pictures, your free 8X10
photo is in the church office. We hope to receive our new
directories by mid-June. Please use your directories to get to
know other and be able to keep in touch with people.

As always, thanks to those who bring treats to share on Sunday mornings. Consider bringing your recipes for these delicious sweets. Help is always appreciated to set/clean up on
Sunday. There are weekends when Lori Purath and I are
gone. There is a sign up sheet on the treat table if you are
willing to assist on a Sunday. Directions are posted on the
inside of a cabinet in the kitchenette.
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Volunteers packing food for
Feed My Starving Children

Stewardship Moment

Treasurer's Report

By LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Some disciples of John the Baptist were questioning him about the baptism
and preaching of Jesus. Many disciples were going to Jesus instead of John
the Baptist. John the Baptist answers: “A person cannot receive even one
thing unless it is given him from heaven” (John 3:27). John the Baptist says
this to show that Jesus, His teaching, and His baptism are from heaven. God
provides everything we have in body and soul.
In the First Article of the Creed, we learn that God has made us and everything in the universe. “He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all
my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. He
also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and
children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all
that I need to support this body and life. He defends me against all danger
and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly,
divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all
this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.”
Indeed, “a person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from
heaven.” But how easy is this for us to forget? How easy is it for us to think
that what we have in life is because we have earned it? How easy is it for us
to forget that all our skills – the abilities of our hands and minds, the ethic to
work diligently, and the desire to improve – is given to us from heaven, just
as John the Baptist said?
How easy is it for us to forget that it is Christ alone, and the work of the Holy
Spirit, that reveals His salvation to us, delivers it to us, and that none of this
is our doing? Sure, we have responsibility for coming to church, for delving
into God’s Holy Word, and for praying without ceasing. But even these responsibilities are given to us from heaven. These duties are not earned; they
are given in response to what He has accomplished for us. Everything we
have, and everything we are – in both body and soul – are gifts from God in
heaven.
Let us then respond in thanksgiving and give back to Him as He asks – with a
first-fruits, generous proportion offering of what He has given to us.
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March
Bank deposits:
Bank Withdrawals:
Ending Bank balance:
Mortgage balance:
Joyful Response:

$56,261.65
$34,622.62
$72,260.61
$494,170.01
$5,940.00

April
Bank deposits:
Bank Withdrawals:
Ending Bank balance:
Mortgage balance:
Joyful Response:

$46,276.84
$49,485.37
$68,642.08
$490,879.83
$6,430.00

Council Minutes

(March 19, 2019)

Transcribed by Donna Tritt
Present: Gary Bedroske, Deb Bochinski, Keith Casey, Linda Everson, Heather Klauer, Noah Hinrichs, Pastor Koepsell, Mike
Kirchoff, Vivian Mittelstaedt, Chad Smith, Julie Toll, Matt Toll, and Donna Tritt
Guests: Bill Koltz and Krista Weiss

President Casey called the meeting to order at 6:59 p.m.
Bill Koltz read from 1 Corinthians. Pastor opened with the Lutheran Hour Ministries devotion for March 19th.
Motion M/S/C to accept the minutes of the February 19, 2019 Council Meeting.
Financial Secretary – Deb Bochinski: Everything is going well. No problems.
Treasurer’s Report – Heather Klauer:
February 2019 Bank Deposits

$49,406.84

February 2019 Bank Withdrawals

$49,301.79

End of February 2019 Bank Account Balance

$50,621.58

Mortgage Balance

$497,448.92

$20,000 paid on principle on 2/13/19
Joyful Response for February 2019

$5,290.00

Discussed frozen pipe water damage and insurance payment.
Discussed Scrip Program. Motion M/S/C to preapprove $2,500 for the purchase of Scrip cards to have on hand so the purchaser can receive the scrip card upon purchase rather than ordering it and receiving it at a future time. Linda Everson, Keith
Casey, and Heather Klauer will coordinate this.
Pastor Koepsell’s Report:


Thanks for everything.



Stable



28 new members – waiting on 3 members



Average Weekly Worship Attendance: 199 (176 in 2018); Ash Wednesday: 170 (129 in 2018)



1 Baptism, 0 Weddings – 2 on horizon, 0 Funerals



Bible Study: Wednesday averaging 7 – 10; Sunday: 18 (14 – 16 average)



Confirmation going well – 5 eighth graders. Confirmation is June 9th



Calls/Visits up-to-date



Next big thing is our Lenten Meditation and Jews for Jesus on April 7th, then Holy Week, Summer corn roast – maybe July



Approximately 140 surveys were returned. Results will be shared with the congregation at a Special Voters’ Meeting on
Sunday, March 24th



Personally, doing well

(Continued on page 11)
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Council Minutes

(Continued)

Board of Elders – Gary Bedroske: There will be 27 new members accepted into the congregation on 3/3/19. Some new members pending. February 2019 weekly average attendance was 199 vs February 2018 of 99. Ash Wednesday attendance was
170 vs 2018 of 129. No funerals or weddings in February. Wednesday morning bible study has approximately 9 people
attending. They are going through the Old Testament. Confirmation instructions ae going well. Tenebrae services will be at
6:30 p.m. Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday services will be with communion. Craig Mittelstaedt will be the Elder for
Good Friday service. Easter is 4/21/19 with 1st service at 6:30 a.m. with Craig Dreger and Jim Purath the Elders. Gary Bedroske
and Tom Dunham will be the Elders for the 9:00 a.m. service. Results of the congregation’s survey were passed out and discussions were held. It was moved by Jim Purath and seconded by Todd Klauer 10/0 to present the survey information to the
congregation at the March 24th Special Voters’ Meeting. Updated member birthday lists were passed out. Discussions were
held regarding the Lenten supper on March 20th being served by the Elders. Craig Mittelstaedt will take care of obtaining 12
pounds of sloppy joe meat, Jim Purath will take care of obtaining potato chips and buns, Craig Dreger will take care of obtaining pickles and milk, Gary Bedroske will bring bars, Aaron Bruss will obtain fruit, other items needed are treats and veggies. It
is estimated there may be 100 people attending the Lenten meal.
Board of Stewardship – Noah Hinrichs: Noah is going to work with Krista to possibly create a PayPal account for church. He
will also work with Linda on Scrip.
Board of Evangelism – Vivian Mittelstaedt: Pete Mehn has organized members of our church to work with Pizza Ranch on
Monday, March 25th. Remember new members want to get involved. Vivian has asked our new members to write about 3 or
4 paragraphs about themselves for our newsletter. There is money left on the Scrip card to purchase groceries for Lenten dinners. 60 – 65 people are being served weekly. April 16th new member directory pictures will be taken.
Board of Education – Linda Everson: Sunday school students will sing in church on April 14th and May 19th. There will be no
Sunday School (Easter) on April 21st. VBS will be held on August 2nd and 3rd.
Board of Trustee – Mike Kirchoff: Presently everything is ok. May have to replace two furnaces.
Board of Fellowship – Becky Siegrist (absent) – No Report
Board of Youth – Matt and Julie Toll: One of two fundraisers (flower sale until 4/15) is in progress to earn money for the
Youth Gathering in Minneapolis this summer. Hoping to do a Mother’s Day brunch for another fundraiser. Checked into the
Annual State Gathering and found out there was not one in 2018. Need to get a board together. 5 youth and 2 chaperones
will be attending. Working on a cost estimate.
Old Business:
$18,000 has been budgeted for missions. Discussion followed. Motion M/S/C to use the following as a guideline for distribution of the budgeted mission money: 30% Local, 30% District, 30% Overseas, and 10% Flexible.
New Business:
Bill Koltz will chair a committee to address our outside signage.

Motion M/S/C to adjourn at 8:43 p.m.
Closed with The Lord’s Prayer.
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Special Voter’s Meeting

(March 24, 2019)

President Keith Casey called the meeting to order at 10:40 a.m.
Pastor Koepsell opened with To open a congregational meeting prayer from our Lutheran Service Book.
Members present: 64
Motion M/S/C to accept the following five (5) individuals as voting members of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church: Marilyn
Kleinhans, Tom Radke, Jerry Ratchman, Jan Ratchman & Kiley Klauer

Question 1: Do you support Good Shepherd going to two services in the fall of 2019?
Question 2: Do you agree with the suggested worship times of 8 AM and 10:30 AM?

Yes (117)

No (10)

Yes (118) No (9)

Question 3: Do you agree with the suggested Fellowship and Bible Study time of 9:15 – 10:15 AM?

Yes (118)

No (9)

Question 4: Do you support having communion every Sunday alternating the 8 AM and 10:30 AM worship services? Yes (89)
No (46)
Question 5: Are you in favor of going back to one service from Memorial Day through Labor Day at 9 AM? Yes (101) No (25)
Motion made and seconded to accept the results of the above stated survey. Discussion followed. Communion will be
offered every Thursday. PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
Pastor closed with prayer and led us in closing with The Lord’s Prayer.
Adjourned at 11:05 a.m.

Council Minutes

(April 16, 2019)

Present: Gary Bedroske, Deb Bochinski, Keith Casey, Linda Everson, Heather Klauer, Noah Hinrichs, Pastor Koepsell, Mike
Kirchoff, Vivian Mittelstaedt, Chad Smith, Julie Toll, and Donna Tritt
Guests: Lori Purath and Sharon Leinweber
President Casey called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pastor opened with the Lutheran Hour Ministries devotion for April 16th on Passion from Acts 1:25.
Motion M/S/C to accept the minutes of the March 19, 2019 Council Meeting.
Financial Secretary – Deb Bochinski: Everything just fine. Going well.
Treasurer’s Report – Heather Klauer:
March 2019 Bank Deposits

$56,261.65

March 2019 Bank Withdrawals

$34,622.62

End of March 2019 Bank Account Balance

$72,260.61

Mortgage Balance

$494,170.01

Joyful Response for March 2019

$5,940.00
(Continued page 13)
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Council Minutes

(Continued)

Doing well. Parking lot needs to be resealed every three years. Motion made and seconded to approve the bid of approximately $8,000. for resealing and painting our parking lot. Discussion followed. Motion was tabled. There is a divet near the
dumpster that needs attention. Mike Kirchoff will get additional quotes and bring them back to Council.
Pastor Koepsell’s Report:


Thanks for everything.



Stable



Has been here 3 years and exceeding expectations



More new members in June



Concerned that visitors may be falling through the cracks.



Average Weekly Worship Attendance: 302 (266 in 2018); Lent 128 (99 in 2018)



4 Baptisms, 0 Weddings , 0 Funerals



Bible Study: Wednesday averaging 7 – 10; Sunday: 18 (14 – 16 average)



Confirmation going well – 5 eighth graders. Confirmation is June 9th. Examination is June 2nd



Calls/Visits up-to-date



Lenten Meditation went well. Maybe next year have it on Good Friday. Jews for Jesus was good.



Holy Week this week. No confirmation this Wednesday.



Positive attitude – your church



Personally, doing well

New Business:
President Casey welcomed Sharon Leinweber and Lori Purath as our new co-chairs of Fellowship as of Monday, April 22nd.
Becky Siegrist has stepped down.
Board of Elders – Gary Bedroske: Lenten Meditation was a blessing and an inspirational way to enter Holy Week. Cam thanks
all involved. Suggestion: Look at inviting Elders to read for the service they are a part of on their week, only if they wanted to.
Discussion was held and it was stated that this was tried in the past and for various reasons did not go well. Cam is looking to
set up an adult Choir Retreat at Camp LuWiSoMo in September and possibly inviting elders and other church leaders for a retreat time and splitting the cost. Robyn is doing a fine job with the Sunday School Music. Cam has the hymns and liturgies set
up until June 16th. We will be hosting the circuit Ascension service on Thursday, May 23rd at 6:30 p.m. and the music has been
set and the information has gone out to other choir directors. Cam will direct and Nancy Lephart will accompany. Publicity will
come out right after Easter. Adult and children’s choir starts on May 1st. Pastors report: Next group of new members will be
acknowledged in June. March 2019 weekly average attendance was 302 vs March 2018 of 266. Lenten worship 2019 weekly
average attendance was 128 vs 2018 of 99. No funerals or weddings in March. Counseling two couples regarding being married. One baptism. Confirmation instructions are going well. 6th and 7th grades will end on 5/18/19, 8th grade exam on 6/2/19.
Two church services will begin on 9/8/19 with two elders being assigned for each service. Possibly the rotation would be 1 st
and 3rd Sundays early, 2nd and 4th Sundays late. Communion set up to be coordinated with the altar committee. We are planning on having a corn roast in July associated with our 50th Anniversary observances. The second service on Good Friday will be
a Tenebrae service at 6:30 p.m. Pastor thanked the Elders for all their work and assistance and emphasized doing all things
with a positive attitude.
(Continued pg 14)
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Council Minutes

(Continued)

Other discussion items: New Sunday morning bible study will be “My Heart Christ’s Home”. Saturday morning Men’s group
needs some ideas for a study. Pastor suggested using Men’s network for research. Women’s Bible Study will get information
to Krista for publicizing. Pray for students as they prepare for the National Convention and how we can help. Checked on
which Elder has the Tolls assigned to them. Tom. Term of service for Elders basically is 2 years or longer and Elders should recruit their replacement. New Business discussion: Campus network of Christians named Intervarsity. Asking for help. Discussion is that we are not ready for that yet. Discussed who is to appoint a new Sunday School superintendent. Decided that the
president does this.
Board of Stewardship – Noah Hinrichs: Noah is working on rolling out to the congregation “Giving Tree” information. Scrip
was discussed.
Board of Evangelism – Vivian Mittelstaedt: Great turnout at Pizza Ranch on the 25th of March. Nice community outreach. 10
to 12 members worked. Received $301 in tips for a total of $565. Lenten dinners went well. Thanks to Thrivent for their support. 22 signed up to have their photos taken on April 16th for our photo directory. Hope to have the new directory by June.
Please update your phone number and email address with Krista in the office.
Board of Education – Linda Everson: There will be a VBS meeting on April 24th. May 12 Sunday School students should bring
their moms to the Youth brunch instead of Sunday School.
Board of Trustee – Mike Kirchoff: Will get additional quotes for our parking lot. There is a water leak in pastor’s office. Mike
will talk to Craig Dreger or Mike Phillips about it.

Board of Fellowship – Becky Siegrist (absent)/Sharon Leinweber and Lori Purath – Need a copy of the Time and Talent Sheet.
Will be serving a luncheon to the choirs on May 23rd as we will be hosting the Ascension service.
Board of Youth – Julie Toll: The flower fundraiser is finished. Plans are moving along for the Youth Gathering in Minneapolis
this summer. Will be doing a Mother’s Day brunch for another fundraiser.
New Business:
Pastor will complete an Action Team plan to submit to Thrivent for our garden here at church.
Motion M/S/C to adjourn at 8:05 p.m.
Closed with The Lord’s Prayer.
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Upcoming Events

Sunday, June 9th
Join us as we celebrate the confirmation of 5 young members of
our congregation.

Sunday, July 21st
Block out some time on this afternoon as we will be celebrating
the next event in commemorating our 50th Anniversary.
Plan on games, inflatables and
even a corn roast.

Fri/Sat August 2nd & 3rd
Yee Haw! VBS this year will be a
weekend full of trailblazing fun.
You can sign your kids up in advance at:https://vbspro.events/
p/events/0d6e3d or at the door
on Friday evening.

Birthdays for June and July
Becky Siegrist
Natalie Tyriver
Jeff Everson
Linda Everson
Josie Weiss
Marian Fenlon
Mark Stinski
Lily Berry
Rev. Mark Hayman
Joe Stephenson
Matt Toll
Alexander Beck
Marge Bolding
Aaron Bruss
Greyson Mike
Kaydence Mike

6/1
6/1
6/3
6/3
6/4
6/7
6/7
6/8
6/9
6/10
6/10
6/12
6/12
6/12
6/13
6/13

Amanda Purath
Wade Foley
Taylor Webb
Bridget Cullen
Judy Gishkowsky
Kim Koepsell
Jan Peterson-Bunke
Debbie Vowels
Chloe Tritt
Craig Dreger
Ginny Lawson
Thomas Smith
Charles Berry
Judy Blackmore
Henry Smith

Debbie Bochinski
Fred Kirchenwitz
Gail Handrich
Tim Brunner
Heather Alvarenga
Adele Burke-Kaney
Daniel Clarkson
Lisa Haag
Bianca Smith
Dorothy Roehlig
Ashley Tuchscherer
Edna Hayman
Wesley Radloff
Noah Ludwig
Dan Weiss
Donald Gudmanson
Leslie Mason
Georgia Zuhlke
Matthew Lute
Jan Ratchman
Cormac Weiss
Sam Koepsell
Emily Danula

7/1
7/1
7/2
7/5
7/7
7/7
7/7
7/8
7/9
7/10
7/10
7/11
7/12
7/13
7/13
7/14
7/14
7/14
7/15
7/16
7/16
7/17
7/18

Tom Nevers
Matthew Bray
Jerry Ratchman
Katie Tyriver
Garrett Cullen
Donna Daniels
John Hawig
Rick Koplitz
Jan Peterson
Delaney Smith
Janet Weier
Steve Handrich
Joyce Hoppe
Nathan Haag
Eric Olsen
Jim Warwick
Madaline Weiss
Jerry Cooley
Tom Radke
Kevin Jooss
Ryan Klatt
Sarah Koch
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6/13
6/15
6/15
6/16
6/18
6/20
6/20
6/20
6/22
6/23
6/23
6/23
6/26
6/29
6/30

7/18
7/19
7/21
7/21
7/22
7/22
7/22
7/22
7/23
7/23
7/23
7/24
7/24
7/25
7/25
7/25
7/25
7/26
7/26
7/27
7/31
7/31

Pray
ForMilitary
Our
Those
in the

Wedding Anniversaries
for June and July
Ken & Michelle Szweda
Dan & Krista Weiss
Dennis & Carol Bostwick
Jerry & Debra Cooley
Chad & Susan Smith
Daniel & Marsha Clarkson
Donald & Betty Jane Gudmanson
Gary & Camala Bedroske
James & Judy Gishkowsky
Craig & Vivian Mittelstaedt
David & Carissa Ullrich
Bill & Ruth Wagner
Rick & Jane Koplitz
Richard & Donna Tritt
Steve & Lynn Bridwell
Rick & Dana Rasmussen
Eric & Jackie Kiffmeyer

God of compassion,
we pray for military personnel,
offered for the sake of others,
and separated from family and loved
ones. Care for them;
meet their needs.
Grant them courage, compassion,
strength, and all they need for the
living of these days. Sustain them
through their every trial. Remind
them of the humanity they share
even with those who are called
"the enemy;"
Through Jesus Christ our Lord we
pray. Amen.

6/2
6/2
6/3
6/4
6/5
6/7
6/10
6/13
6/17
6/20
6/21
6/23
6/26
6/26
6/27
6/28
6/29

JARED RIVERA
( US ARMY)

Bryan & Marie Koch
Gerald & Shirley Sprague
Ben & Robyn Boche
David & Sharon Leinweber
Keith & Sandra Casey
Carl & Cherie Stechly
Ryan & Heather Beck
Steve & Gail Handrich
Greg & Kim Koepsell
James & Doris Wojahn Jr.
Ronald & Kathy Groskruetz
Steven & Amber Tritt
William & Jo Zorr

CHAD BERRY
(WI ARMY NATIONAL GUARD
— MISSOURI)

7/6
7/8
7/11
7/14
7/18
7/18
7/22
7/22
7/22
7/23
7/24
7/24
7/31

BEN WILEY
(US NAVY — WHIDBEY ISLAND,
WA)
ALYCIA MUELLER
(ARMY NATIONAL GUARD)

Please let the church office know if you
have family serving in the military. We
will add their names and our members
can be praying for them. We are grateful for those who serve our country.
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Good Shepherd Council
And Board Members
OFFICE

NAME

TELEPHONE

KEITH CASEY

(785) 226-3147

VICE-PRESIDENT

CHAD SMITH

(262)-442-0061

RECORDING SECRETARY

DONNA TRITT

(920)420-2803

FINANCIAL SECRETARY

DEB BOCHINSKI

(920) 312-0417

TREASURER

HEATHER KLAUER

(920) 428-3169

BOARD OF EDUCATION

JENNIFER CHARLES

(414) 517-9322

ELDERS

GARY BEDROSKE

(920) 426-0533

EVANGELISM

VIVIAN MITTELSTAEDT

(920) 479-0775

FELLOWSHIP

LORI PURATH

(920) 379-9202

STEWARDSHIP

NOAH HINRICHS

(920) 229-8419

TRUSTEE

MICHAEL KIRCHOFF

(920) 203-0101

YOUTH

MATTHEW & JULIE TOLL

(920) 379-9938

PRESIDENT

Contact Information
Staff
Rev. Gregory A. Koepsell, Pastor
pastor@oshkoshgoodshepherd.org
Cell (763) 913-8445
Call or text Pastor Anytime
Krista Weiss, Office Manager
krista@oshkoshgoodshepherd.org
Office Hours
M-TH 8:00 am - 12:30 pm (Summer
hours)
Pastor’s Hours Thu
11:30 - 2:00 PM
3:30 - 5:30 PM
Office (920) 231-0530
Fax (920) 651-8721
Web Site:
goodshepherdinoshkosh.com
E-Mail Address:
church@oshkoshgoodshepherd.org
Facebook:
facebook.com/oshkoshgoodshepherd

Hospitalized?? Or you desire a call?? If you are going into the hospital, please call to let the Church Office know. We do not always
receive the information in a timely manner so that the appropriate
visitation can be made. Also, hospitals can no longer release information to us about your admittance and room number if you have
not signed a waiver. If you want a home visit from Pastor Koepsell,
a call or other service, please contact the church office with
your request.

Before you donate an item to the church, please check with the
Church Council. They can assist in placement or find the best use
for your donated item.
Thank you!
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Worship Services
Thursday - 6:30 pm
Sunday-9:00 am
Coffee Hour & Refreshments
Served every Sunday in Atrium after worship service.
Bible Study
Adult—Wednesday at 10:30 am
Adult—Sunday at 10:30 am
Sunday School
Sundays at 10:30 am during the public
school year.
Prayer Chain
Kathy Reehl—(920) 688-2312

June 2019
Sun

Mon Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1
7-8 AM Men’s
Group

2

3

9:00 AM Worship
Service

9

10

9:00 AM Worship
Service/
Confirmation Sunday

16

4

5

6

5:45 PM Women’s
Group

10:30 Adult Bible
Study

6:30 PM Worship
Service

11

12

13

5:45 PM Women’s
Group

7

8
7-8 AM Men’s
Group

14

6:30 PM Worship
Service

15
7-8 AM Men’s
Group

7:00 PM Elder’s
Meeting

17

9:00 AM Worship
Service

18

19

20

7:00 PM Council
Meeting

10:30 Adult Bible
Study

6:30 PM Worship
Service

25

26

27

10:30 Adult Bible
Study

6:30 PM Worship
Service

21

22
7-8 AM Men’s
Group

Father’s Day

23
9:00 AM Worship
Service
-----------------------------30
9:00 AM Worship
Service

24

18

28

29
7-8 AM Men’s
Group

July 2019
Sun

Mon Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

3

4

5

6

2

7-8 AM Men’s
Group

7

8

9:00 AM Worship
Service

14

15

9:00 AM Worship
Service

21

22

9

10

11

7:00 PM Elder’s
Meeting

10:30 Adult Bible
Study

6:30 PM Worship
Service

16

17

18

7:00 PM Council
Meeting

10:30 Adult Bible
Study

6:30 PM Worship
Service

23

24

25

10:30 Adult Bible
Study

6:30 PM Worship
Service

9:00 AM Worship
Service

28
9:00 AM Worship
Service

29

30

31
10:30 Adult Bible
Study

19

12

13
7-8 AM Men’s
Group

19

20
7-8 AM Men’s
Group

26

27
7-8 AM Men’s
Group

