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good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For | have the desire to do what is good, but | cannot carry it out. For what
I do is not the good | want to do; no, the evil | do not want to do—this | keep on doing. Now if | do what | do not want to
do, itis no longer | who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. So I find this law at work: When | want to do good,
evil is right there with me. For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; but | see another law at work in the members of
my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my
members. What a wretched man | am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God—through Jesus
Christour Lord!...” -Romans 7:15-25a

The Good. the Bad. the Ugly & the Beauliful e ssiorcoerse

Greetings people of the Good Shepherd!

Remember when it was super windy a couple weeks ago? It was a Monday, and sometimes on Mondays | get to take my daughter to
school. Monday also used to be garbage day on the West Side...Anyway, Kinsey and | like to take the back road to school and we
were going down Clairville road in the country. | saw a recycling can that blew over on the road and spilled its contents all over. |
asked my daughter if we should stop and pick up stuff...she said she’d be late for school so we drove on.

I went home the same way and stopped in the wind, picked up the can, chased all the cans and garbage down the road and stuffed
it all back in its proper place and went on my way. Yeah me! Good deed done for the day.

That same week | probably put something in the garbage that could’ve been recycled or threw something out that could’'ve been
re-purposed. | probably also walked by many items of garbage that | could’ve picked up and thrown away. Oops.

Sometimes | will go out of my way to pick up some toilet paper or milk or chips or whatever (if we need it). Yeah me! Sometimes |
will also leave just a tiny sliver of toilet paper on the roll so | don’t have to change it. I'll do the same thing with chips. I'll even puff up
the bag with air, put the chip-clip on it with crumbs alone. | am a bad person.

Milk too. Just leave a sip in it, put back in the fridge. Ketchup too. There’s still some in there...Naughty, naughty.

| will pay for people behind me in line at McDonalds, etc. and | will also be secretly hoping (and maybe even praying) that they don’t
have a family order as big as mine.

Every year | have good intentions of visiting every single member of Good Shepherd, your place or mine...but the task seems too
daunting, and so, even after six years of being your pastor, | still don’t know where some of you live.

Am | a bad person with good intentions, or a good person with bad intentions? Answer: Yes.



It’s the sinner/saint thing that we wrestle with every day. | have a long list of good intentions—some things on the list have
to do with bettering myself, my organizational skills, my health, my family life. Some things on the list have to do with my
calling as your pastor, and the litany of things | could do to better myself in that aspect of my life...for you.

“When | want to do good, evil is right there with me.” -Romans 7:21

| think that anyone reading this little article right now has good intentions. You want to know what’s going on at your
church, you want to make sure we’re on the right track, you might even be checking to see where you can step in and help
out. That’s great!

Then there’s the other side of us that reads a newsletter like this and looks for how this or that could’ve been done better,
or you may think an idea will never work, or how we should be doing this instead of that, or giving more to this and less to
that...OR, how you’d like to help with this or that, but you have this and that going on...That’s all great too!

It’s like a great wrestling match between the old sinner in us and the “New Us”, the saint in Christ. Always in conflict, never
perfect. What then shall we do? Who will rescue us from this body of death?

Well, say it with the Apostle Paul---“Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!...”
That’s the only way to do it. Confess. Take your freely given forgiveness and rejoice in it. And then go at it again.

Here’s one thing we could all do...Lose the skepticism and focus on the excitement of the positive! Everyone has things in
their own lives they are working to improve. Even in our church we have so much more we could be doing, should be
doing, could do better...but also so much that we already do, have done and have planned to do.

You can hear about all of that stuff above in our “State of Good Shepherd Address” at the February Congregational
meeting on the 27th-11:45 am, where we share what went on in 2021 and share plans for 2022. Let your voice be heard!
(Hope to see you there).

In the meantime, I'll just list a few of the good things your church did in 2021 (even though many things fell through the
cracks given all the challenges).. .again that sinner/saint---joys/concerns---good job/bad job thing:

God was glorified, by having your church distribute almost $18,000 to local and international missions.

God was glorified, by working through your church, to baptize 14 children of God.

God was glorified, by welcoming over 40 new members to your church...all fired up and ready to go for Jesus!
God was glorified, by calling 5 of our members to their final, eternal home.

Here’s where my sinner comes in...Why can’t we give more to local and international missions? Only 14 people baptized,
where are the rest? 40 new members? What about the 70% of Oshkosh and surrounding area that still isn’t affiliated or
active in a church? Are the rest of God’s people ready for their eternal home?

“Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!...”

The wrestling match. The Sinner/Saint. The “Try.” It’s all we can do...and get to do! Let’s continue to wrestle with all these
things. I’'m glad | get to do it with you.

...And | will try to do better with changing the toilet paper roll and stuff.
Pastor G

PS: Thanks for everything, Stay awesome.
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you to know that we do more than just light the candles and ring
the bell. Of the eight men | serve with on the board, | don't think
any of them is JUST an Elder. These men also sing in the choir
and play in the chime choir. They cut the grass and remove the
snow. They help maintain the building, as well as putting up and
taking down of Christmas decorations. They volunteer at
Waterfest and serving Advent or Lenten meals.

Right about now you're probably thinking, "Fred, don't break
your arm patting the Board of Elders on the back!" That's not my
intent at all, so | apologize if it sounds like I'm bragging. I'm sure
many have thought after reading this, "l do a lot of these things as
well!"

My purpose behind listing what Elders do is twofold. First, |
wanted you all to know how much we ENJOY doing these tasks
with our brothers and sisters in Christ. Working together we
develop relationships with each other, not just with a group of
assigned members, but with ALL members. That's the fellowship
within a congregation that is so important to foster. Secondly, the
purpose of the Board of Elders is to SERVE! Colossians 3: 23-24
says: "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an
inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are
serving." My hope is that all of you feel as blessed as we do as
elders, being able to serve side by side with one another in
Christian love and unity.

Finally, I'd like to wrap this letter up by thanking Tom Dunham
specifically for his past two years of service as Head Elder. Tom is
a shining example of what it means to be selfless, dedicated and
caring. He set the bar quite high to follow with some rather large
shoes to fill. | look forward to serving Good Shepherd and it's
members in this position and following the example Tom set.

Yet, we have much bigger goals as a church than to be
debt-free. Our main goal is (or should be) to make the love
of Jesus Christ known to our community through Word,
Sacrament, and service to others. This isn’t as easy as it
sounds. Two years ago, we recognized all the volunteers
that help keep this ministry running—well over 100 people!
There is a lot of management, planning, scheduling, and
even a bit of cajoling to keep Good Shepherd running.
Much of this planning is done by the Church Council, but
most of the work is done by the congregation.

As we enter 2022, our church is facing a situation not seen
here for many years. With the elimination of the debt, we
will have an opportunity to dream big about our service
and outreach to the local community. God has blessed us
financially, but for what specifically?

We don’t yet know if He is calling us to stay on course with
what we are doing or to embark on a new venture.
However, we did start a process of strategic planning last
year that is helping the Council to “sync up” our various
plans and ideas. Through prayer and planning, we will be
seeking the Lord for the coming year and beyond.

If you are not already plugged into the church in a
volunteer capacity, consider joining a board or service
activity. You can contact me or the church office to see
what the needs are.

| can’t wait to see what the Lord will do in and through
Good Shepherd this year.



"When | go into a restaurant, the waitress who brings me my meal, the cook in the back who prepared it, the delivery men,
the wholesalers, the workers in the food-processing factories, the butchers, the farmers, the ranchers, and everyone else in
the economic food chain are all being used by God to 'give me this day my daily bread."'

This is the doctrine of vocation. God works through people, in their ordinary stations of life to which He has called them, to
care for His creation. In this way, He cares for everyone—Christian and non-Christian—whom He has given life. Luther puts
it even more strongly: Vocations are “masks of God.” On the surface, we see an ordinary human face—our mother, the
doctor, the teacher, the waitress, our pastor—but, beneath the appearances, God is ministering to us through them. God is
hidden in human vocations.

In whatever we do, we are serving God, along with serving the needs of others." (Courtesy Masks of God by Gene Veith,
Lutheran Witness, 2001)

What did Martin Luther share about Vocation?

“Every occupation has its own honor before God. Ordinary work is a divine vocation or calling. In our daily work no matter
how important or mundane we serve God by serving the neighbor and we also participate in God's on-going providence
for the human race.”

| want to reach out and thank everyone in our community for working together to make our church a home for all of us! It
is inspiring to see so many members contributing to the success of spreading God’s Word to the masses by serving God,
thus serving our neighbor. You keep Good Shepherd strong and growing! As it is said in John 14:6 “Jesus said to him, “l am
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

On the business side, we are a growing energized congregation and | am excited about the direction we are going!
Finances are doing well and our mortgage debt is under $100,000! But again, | do ask everyone to prayerfully consider
what you can give in the coming year, both financially and of time. How can you utilize your vocation at Good Shepherd
through volunteering of your time and treasures? Our efforts together can only strengthen us as a community of believers.
Please seek out areas where you can lend a helping hand. Your volunteering helps us in many various ways and your gift of
time and treasures are very much appreciated.

Lent is quickly coming upon us (March 2nd). Lent starts on Ash Wednesday and lasts for 40 days (not including Sundays)
representing the 40 days Jesus spent fasting in the wilderness. This 40-day period is a time to reflect, fast, and prepare for
the resurrection of Christ Easter Sunday.

In closing, as the Apostle Paul said in Colossians 3:17 “And, whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”
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daughters and moved back to the Oshkosh area where |
had grown up (Omro). | felt the Lord calling me to
continue the work | had been doing for almost nine
years at Focus on the Family in Colorado. That work was
helping people to understand a biblical vision of
sexuality and supporting those that have been wounded
by sexual abuse, exploitation, and addictions.

In 2012 we started The Brushfires Foundation to
promote a Christian vision of sexuality, relationships,
and the human person. Our name came from a Sam
Adams quote that “it does not take a majority to prevail
but a... tireless minority keen on setting brushfires of
freedom in the minds of men.”

In our early years, | met with pastors and shared
resources. We also started an online prayer ministry and
hosted a community film series in Oshkosh, Wautoma,
and Neenah that explored topics such as family
breakdown, pornography addiction, surrogacy, and sex
trafficking among others. Each film was followed by a
panel of experts that responded to the film and
answered audience questions.

Shortly after our film series concluded, | was invited to
join a small community of ministry leaders that were
trying to find ways to engage churches on sexuality
issues. In 2018 we hosted our first Sexual Integrity
Leadership Summit. More than 130 ministry leaders
from around the country came together to brainstorm
ways to serve and support pastors and other church
leaders on issues of sexuality.
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ministry. We provide a forum where Christian leaders can be
trained in new ideas, supported in their work, and offered
opportunities to network and collaborate with others. These
leaders both bring their expertise to share with others and
receive the wisdom of the community in return. They then
return home to put into practice what they have learned at the
Summit. These same leaders are now returning to the Summit
with others, including pastors, to receive the same blessings
that they did.

Although the summit is just finding its legs, we have already
seen much success in the past three years: churches are
changing the way they do ministry, nonprofits are
collaborating more than competing, caregivers are receiving
advanced training, and much more. In many ways large and
small, this community is fulfilling Sam Adams’ vision of change
—asmall group of tireless people bringing freedom to people.

Right now | am planning our 4th Summit to be held in St. Louis
April 28-30. We have made contacts with Concordia Seminary
and are welcoming Lutherans for Life to join us. You are most
welcome to attend, as did one of our members last year.

| want to thank you for your years of faithful support. Your gifts
have truly made a difference in the lives of church leaders. It is
a blessing to partner with you in this important work. If you
have any questions or would like to know more about our
ministry, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

The Lord bless and keep you as you enjoy His love.

Yours in Christ, Daniel Weiss
920-642-3990 dweiss@brushfiresfoundation.org









Council & Board Members

OFFICE NAME TELEPHONE
President Keith Casey (785) 209-4781
Vice~President Chad Smith (262) 442-0061
Recording Secretmry Leslie Masorv (920)-858-0714%
Financial Secretary Deb-Bochinskd | (920) 312-0417
Treasurer Diane Flouro- (920) 420-5841
Sunday School Superintendent CanvBedroske | (920)-379-2037
Board of Educatiovnw Jerwifer Chauwlesy | (414) 517-9322
Elders TonvDunhamy (920) 233-0263
Evangelisn Nicole-Schroeder | (920)-203-7963
Fellowship Sharowleinweber | (920) 216-4842
Stewardship DarvWeiss (920) 642-3990
Trustee Craig Dreger (920)-420-8751
Youth Matt & Julie Toll | (920) 379-9938

Pastoral Visits

Hospitalized? Or you desire a call? If you are going into the hospital,
please call and let the office know. We do not always receive
information from the hospital in a timely manner so that the
appropriate visitation can be made. Also, hospitals can no longer
release information about admittance and room number, if you have
not signed a waiver. If you want a home visit from Pastor Koepsell, a
call or other service, please contact the church office with your
request.

Donations

Before you donate an item to the church, please check with
the Church Council. They can assist in placement or find
the best use for your donated item. Don't forget to utilize
the Classifieds Section on our website. Thank you!
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Contact Information

Rev. Gregory A. Koepsell, Pastor
pastor@oshkoshgoodshepherd.org
Cell (763) 913-8445 - Call or text Pastor
Anytime

Krista Weiss, Office Manager

Office Hours: M-TH 8:00 am - 1:00 pm
Office (920) 231-0530
krista@oshkoshgoodshepherd.org

Web Site: goodshepherdinoshkosh.com
E-Mail Address:
church@oshkoshgoodshepherd.org
facebook.com/oshkoshgoodshepherd

Worship Services:

Before Lent Thursday - 6:30 pm

Lent- Wednesdays 10:30 am & 6:30 pm
Sunday-8:00 am & 10:30 am (Communion
offered on 1st & 3rd Sundays at 8:00 am and
2nd & 4th service)

Coffee Hour & Refreshments
Served every Sunday in Atrium after 8 am
worship service.

Bible Study.
Adult - Sunday - 9:15 am

- Wednesday mornings 10:30 am
Women's - Saturday mornings 8:30 am
Men's - Saturday mornings 7:00 am

Sunday School
Sundays at 9:15 am during the public school

year.
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