“Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you understand.
Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know!
Who stretched a measuring line across it? On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone—
while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?2...”
-From the book of Job, chapter 38.

Greetings people of the Good Shepherd! | pray this newest edition of the Parish Pulse finds you well.

The verses above (along with the rest of God’s Words to Job) give me goosebumps every time | read them. There are so many
things we take for granted. The sun coming up tomorrow. The moon shining tonight. The pull of that moon and the tide that
comes in. So much more, and it’s all awesome.

| had to buy a car last March because my good old Honda “Pontius” Pilot died. | got a used Nissan Rogue. | push a button, it
starts, | drive. There are many things my car can do that | don’t even take advantage of or know. It gets me where | want to go
and that’s really all | care about. | was happy early this winter when | learned | could push another button to disengage the “non-
slip” traction and could do burnies in the church parking lot!

| have a smartphone that can do hundreds of things that | don’t know how to do. | can make a call, send a text, take a picture...
and maybe a couple of other things, but | am not using it to its full potential. | don’t care either. And | have no idea how it works.
How can we send a video through the air to someone thousands of miles away again? It’s beyond my line of reasoning.

Even as a trained Theologian, there are a lot of things in God’s Word | don’t know or understand. And, as some of you may know
full well, the more we learn, the more we find out we don’t know. God’s Word is like that. Life is like that.

Sometimes I'll read a Bible text, look at different commentaries on that text and get three or four different meanings. We have
discussions in our Bible studies on a certain Bible verse or story that go off in a plethora of different directions. There’s
speculation, there’s assumptions, there’s opinions about different texts or stories that draw a whole new light on the text. That’s
good. That's how God’s Word works, and it’s fun to learn new things!

But...when discussing and speculating different things, one thing has to be kept in mind, (and I've been reminded of this
multiple times by one of our very own members at Good Shepherd) it’s this, “Is it necessary for salvation?”

Just like it’s not necessary for me to know everything about my car (and how it works) or my phone (and how it works), it’s also
not necessary for me to know everything about the Bible (and how it works). 1, like you, know enough...what’s necessary for
salvation!

But, just like when | found the “non-slip” traction button in my car...learning new stuff about God’s Word and how it all fits

together can be, and is indeed, fun!
(Continued on page 2)
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Prince of Peace in Spring Lake Park, MN. | have been
serving as Vice President of the Congregation for a few
years now. Since Keith has decided to step back from the
Presidency after much thought, prayer and
encouragement | welcomed the opportunity to lead the
church council. Don’t worry, Keith is not going anywhere,
in fact he is taking over Evangelism as Nicole steps back to
focus on her family. Thank you Nicole for all your work the
past few years. The mission of the month is awesome!

Moving on to my goals for 2023.

1. Council Vacancies: If you haven’t taken the chance to
get to know your Church Council, please do so. They are
an awesome group of people coming from very diverse
backgrounds, careers, and viewpoints with a single
mission to propel your Church forward with the gifts God
gave them. We are extremely blessed with the talents of
this group, but we also have vacancies in Vice President
and Youth on the Council that need to be filled as soon as
possible. If you have any interest in a leadership or
support role, or have any thoughts on who would make a
good candidate, please let myself or Pastor know.

2. Strategic Planning: As you probably know by now, your
church is debt free! What an amazing feeling that was for
me, immediately being followed by angst over what is
next! At the end of 2022 we launched a strategic planning
initiative to figure out where we go from here. Trickling to
the top of the list were building upgrades such as sound
and lighting and a long term staffing plan. Based on our
growing membership and number of services, | strongly
feel our Pastor needs some additional support in the
ministry. | also feel strongly that Pastor Koepsell will make
a great mentor for our future staff with the goal of freeing
him up to further care for our members and his family.
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During the heights of the COVID shutdown, Pete Mehn and |
were fumbling through a test of Facebook Live. We did an
actual broadcast vs a test video and unarguably, it was
terrible. As they say, God works in mysterious ways. Chris
Hibbens, who happens to work in video broadcast saw our
struggle and got us on the right path a few days later. He
loaned us a camera and got sound connected to it. Pete
used his gifts to set up the laptop software and we were off
and running. Pete and Matt Toll stream the service every
week. These men don’t ask for credit or recognition, but
without these members blessing us with their talents we
wouldn’t have this important part of our ministry today.

There are so many of you with so many talents that | don’t
know, so | ask you to self-reflect and think about what is
God’s plan for you?

Thank you for taking the time to read this. | truly feel
blessed to be part of this Church and part of this Council. |
ask your prayers and your patience for all of us as we
continue to do what we think is right for your church, but
again, we always welcome your feedback. The best way to
get a hold of me is via email or text. | do work full time and
have many family activities so my responses may not be
instantaneous, but I'll do my best to get back to you.

Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified and do not be
overwhelmed, because the Lord your God is with you
wherever you go. - Joshua 1:9

In His Service and Yours,
Chad Smith
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Here at Good Shepherd, there are many ways to do this. You may join a board to help manage the church’s weekly business.
You might become an usher or serve in the Altar Guild or with the Craft Ladies. You might help care for the building and
grounds. Two immediate needs we have are for a congregational vice-president and a chair for the Board of Youth. Please
carefully pray about whether God might be calling you into one of these positions.

Another area of service that we are embarking on as a congregation is our strategic planning initiatives. The voters approved
monies in this year’s budget to upgrade certain elements of our building. The upgrades we are exploring are improvements
to the sanctuary lighting and sound and to make the fellowship hall in the basement more inviting. If you would like to help
with any of these ideas, please contact me at dweiss@brushfiresfoundation.org.

Finally, you are all invited to attend a special Debt-Burning worship service and celebration on Saturday, February 18 from
11:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. We will begin with worship (there is an actual worship service for this in our Lutheran Service book!)
and a catered meal with special activities and a raffle to raise money for student and international ministries at UW-Madison.

Everyone is invited, but we ask you to RSVP at https://forms.gle/XdJGNxpAfVORH6XBI to help us plan for the food and meal
seating.












Council & Board Members

OFFICE

ADDRESS

132 KEATON CT.

TELEPHONE

PRESIDENT SMITH OMRO 54963 (262) 442-0061
VICE-
PRESIDENT
RECORDING LESLIE 7177 CLARK POINT ROAD
SECRETARY MASON WINNECONNE, WI 54986 (920) 858-0714
FINANCIAL CHRIS 3925 SUMMERVIEW DRIVE
SECRETARY FEUTZ OSHKOSH, WI 54901 (920) 420-4426
DIANE 2981 HOMESTEAD DRIVE
TREASURER FLOURO OSHKOSH 54904 (920) 420-5841
BOARD OF NIKOLE 909 W 11TH AVE
EDUCATION VERGIN OSHKOSH, WI 54902 (920)-312-2098
BOARD OF JENNIFER 1624 BURDICK ST
EDUCATION CHARLES OSHKOSH, WI 54901 (414) 517-9322
FRED 1640 DEERFIELD DRIVE
ELDERS KIRCHENWITZ OSHKOSH, WI 54904 (920) 420-5684
KEITH 1536 MILTON CIR.
EVANGELISM CASEY OSHKOSH 54904 (785) 209-4781
SHARON 2485 SHERIDAN ST
FELLOWSHIP LEINWEBER OSHKOSH, WI 54901 (920) 216-4842
DAN 8252 CTYRD E
STEWARDSHIP WEISS OMRO 54963 (920) 642-3990
CRAIG 5004 LEONARD POINT ROAD
TRUSTEE DREGER OSHKOSH, WI 54904 (920) 420-8751
YOUTH

request.

Before you donate an item to the church, please check with

Pastoral Visits

Hospitalized? Or you desire a call? If you are going into the hospital,
please call and let the office know. We do not always receive
information from the hospital in a timely manner so that the
appropriate visitation can be made. Also, hospitals can no longer
release information about admittance and room number, if you have
not signed a waiver. If you want a home visit from Pastor Koepsell, a
call or other service, please contact the church office with your

Donations

the Church Council. They can assist in placement or find
the best use for your donated item. Don't forget to utilize
the Classifieds Section on our website. Thank you!

Contact Information

Rev. Gregory A. Koepsell, Pastor
pastor@oshkoshgoodshepherd.org
Cell (763) 913-8445 - Call or text Pastor anytime

Krista Weiss, Office Manager

Office Hours: M-TH 8:00 am - 1:00 pm
Office (920) 231-0530
krista@oshkoshgoodshepherd.org

Web Site: goodshepherdinoshkosh.com
E-Mail Address: church@oshkoshgoodshepherd.org
¢ facebook.com/oshkoshgoodshepherd.org

Worship Services:
s Thursday - 6:30 pm (before Lent)
* Wednesdays 10:30 am & 6:30 pm (During
Lent, beginning Feb. 22)
* Sunday-8:00 am & 10:30 am

Coffee Hour & Refreshments
* Served every Sunday in Atrium between
worship services after.

Bible Study.
e Adult- Sunday - 9:15am
- Wednesday mornings 10:30 am
(except during Lent)
* Women's - Saturday mornings 8:30 am
* Men's - Saturday mornings 7:00 am

Sunday School
¢ Sundays at 9:15 am during the public
school year.
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